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Changing Times, Changing Landscapes: Drawing Nature into Urban Landscape Design 

 

Join Pacific Horticulture and the Hardy Plant Society of Oregon in Portland on March 28, 

2015 for an inspiring exploration of the role of landscape within an urban setting. Traditional 

public parks and private gardens offer relief from crowded conditions. Discover how pocket 

parks, roof top plantings, streetside gardens, and other creative small landscapes in unlikely 

spaces extend nature’s reach throughout our cities and provide healthy green space and habitat for 

pollinators and wildlife. 

 

Our daylong seminar begins with keynote speaker Patrick Cullina, the horticulturist and 

designer best known for his part in developing The High Line in New York City and projects at 

the Brooklyn Botanic Garden. His talk is titled “The Emergent City: Transforming the Urban 

Experience with Dynamic Landscapes” and he’ll discuss how cities across the country and abroad 

are seeking revitalization through innovative landscape initiatives that make them more vibrant 

and livable. From New York City’s new park initiatives like The High Line to the redevelopment 

of post-industrial landscapes of European cities, Cullina explores a range of strategies that 

overlay environmental interests on cultural experiences. His colorful presentation examines the 

impacts that the creative uses of plants an have on urban life. 

Cullina is a New York based horticulturist and landscape designer perhaps best known for 

his involvement in New York City’s High Line where he participated in the design process and 

served as vice president of horticulture and park operations. His consulting practice is dedicated 

to the innovative and sensitive integration of plants and materials to create beautiful and resonant 

public and private urbane spaces. 

The day’s program features speakers whose work compliments Cullina’s vision.  

Landscape architect Karla Dakin and co-author of The Professional Design Guide to 

Green Roofs, addresses the topic “Baring Witness or How All Green Roofs are Created Equal.” 

She’ll provide you a brief glimpse of an urban green world, portraying the historical context in 

our backyards, revealing the diversity of design, and pointing out the imperative for thinking 

http://www.hardyplantsociety.org/


inclusively when we consider green roofs. You might come away believing as Karla does that 

creativity saves the world, and the images you see in her talk will be talisman of her proof. 

 A landscape architect, Dakin’s projects range from over 100 residential gardens to the 

permaculture landscape around the Whole Floods Flagship Store in Boulder, a roof garden at the 

Museum of Contemporary Art in Denver, and the green roof on the Los Angeles Museum of the 

Holocaust in collaboration with Lisa Benjamin. 

Editor of Pacific Horticulture, Lorene Edwards Forkner discusses “Designing with 

Nature, Planting for Pollinators” and she’ll illustrate how to craft a nature friendly, design-driven 

landscape where humans, plants, insects, birds, and animals amicably co-exist. Lorene 

emphasizes the concept of re-wilding cities as a consistent theme in her editorial approach. 

In addition to her editorial work for Pacific Horticulture, Lorene has published a number of 

gardening books including the best seller Handmade Garden Projects; Step-by-Step Instructions 

for Creative Garden Features, Containers, Lighting & More; she owned her own nursery in 

Seattle for many years while writing and speaking extensively on both gardening and cooking. 

You’ll hear from Evelyn Hadden about “Paradise at the Curb.” In urban areas across the 

country, overlooked fragments of landscape languish alongside driveways, alleys, and roads. 

These semi-public spaces don’t often support healthy lawns or well used recreational spaces, but 

they can host thriving small gardens that add beauty and provide ecological services, dramatically 

improving their surroundings. She’ll lay out strategies for addressing challenges such as street 

trees, poor soil, laws and covenants, unsightly equipment, pedestrian traffic and more.  

Award-winning author (Beautiful No-mow Yards, Hellstrip Gardening) Evelyn Hadden 

founded the informational website LessLawn and is a founding member of the national Lawn 

Reform Coalition, as well as a partner at the lauded and provocative team blog GardenRant. 

Moderators for the talks are Bob Hyland, board member of both Pacific Horticulture 

Society and the Hardy Plant Society of Oregon, and Lucy Hardiman, Portland-based owner of 

Perennial Partners and nationally recognized garden designer.  Nursery owners Maurice Horn of 

Joy Creek Nursery and Sean Hogan of Cistus Nursery will make regional plant suggestions 

appropriate to the designs suggested in the talks.  

Seminar hours are 8:45am to 4:30pm and the day’s program includes a catered lunch. 

Books from Timber Press will be on sale.  



Attendees are invited to a post meeting wine reception at Portland’s Xera Plants 

(http://www.xeraplants.com/Xeraplants.com/Xeraplants.com_1.html) and Contained Exuberance 

(http://www.hylandgardendesign.com/contained-exuberance/) where they’ll be able to shop at a 

discount, and continue discussions of the day’s themes.  

Price for the seminar, including lunch and the wine reception are $99 for Pacific 

Horticulture Society members and Hardy Plant Society of Oregon members, and $125 for the 

general public. 

For additional information, including additional speakers and program detail, and to 

register, visit www.pachort.org/ULDinPortlandOR. 

 For Event Listings: 

A March 28 seminar “Changing Times, Changing Landscapes: Drawing Nature into Urban 

Landscape Design” features internationally recognized expert in innovative landscape design 

Patrick Cullina as keynote speaker. He is perhaps most widely known for his part in designing 

and developing NYC’s High Line Park.  

Additional speakers includes landscape architect Karla Dakin known for her green roof 

designs, author and editor Lorene Edwards Forkner, a strong advocate for re-wilding of our cities, 

and author Evelyn Hadden who shows how those unwanted “hellstrips” can become vibrant areas 

that provide habitat and draw communities together. 

Co-sponsored by the west coast-based Pacific Horticulture Society whose flagship 

publication is Pacific Horticulture magazine, the day-long moderated by Portland garden 

designers Bob Hyland and Lucy Hardiman. Maurice Horn of Joy Creek Nursery and Sean Hogan 

of Cistus Nursery will make plant recommendations. 

Costs are $99 for Pacific Horticulture Society members and Hardy Plant Society of Oregon 

members, and $125 for the general public. This includes lunch and a post event wine reception. 

For more information and to register, visit www.pachort.org/ULDinPortlandOR. 

Contact: 

Carol Moholt, Executive Director, Pacific Horticulture 

carol@pacifichorticulture.org 

(650) 279-9334 - mobile 

(510) 849-1627 – office 
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